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Smithfield Fair manages to entrance the listener with beautiful melodies, stunning vocal performances and brilliant rhythms. (FolkWorld - Europe)

Universal messages, universal stories, but told in a unique and original way.  Smithfield Fair continues to grow finer with each passing year. - Ceilidh Magazine 

Smithfield Fair, an almost-impossible-to-categorize folk/roots band has mesmerized audiences worldwide over the radio, television, film, clubs and concert halls...has earned praise for its tight arrangements, elegant song selection and some of the most haunting vocal harmonies this side of heaven. - GrisGris Magazine

From the sounds of it, Smithfield Fair seems to be walking through this world just fine, thank you, and savoring every minute of it. – Offbeat Magazine

…much like a folksy Supertramp. … They’re well worth the price if you have the chance to see them perform. – U.S. SCOTS Magazine


Smithfield Fair sounds like no one else.  The sound may be momentarily reminiscent of other songs or artists – someone or some song that inspired them – but the approach and sound is completely unique.  When the project was started by singer/instrumentalist Dudley-Brian Smith in Pensacola, Florida in 1973 (originally under the name 'Laughter'), the idea was original songs, lots of variety, harmonies and acoustic instrumentation.  Though inspired by traditional music and the folk boom of the early 60's and the inventive pop of the early 70's, their music is definitely driven by the diversity of pop with evidence of Celtic, gospel, jazz, sacred, classical, swing, blues and occasionally country.


After three years in an active acoustic music scene in Pensacola, the group – by then consisting of Dudley and his brothers Joel and Bob, moved home to Alexandria, Louisiana, ultimately changing the group's moniker to 'Charmer'.  Known as Louisiana's crossroads, the Alexandria-Pineville area had long been a stopping-off point for musicians on the road and the area retained a strong live music and arts scene. In 1977, Charmer released it's first single – A Place In Your Heart b/w Goodbye Old Friend – and the brothers continued to build a reputation for tight “blood harmonies”, original songs and an esoteric music style that intrigued local and regional audiences.


By 1983, with two albums released on their independent Rapides Records, Joel left for Germany and was replaced by singer/songwriter Jan Dedon – soon married to Dudley. The trio became a quartet with Joel's return in 1985 and the group would ultimately release eight albums of original music and perform in concert with Arlo Guthrie, John Prine, Jesse Winchester, Nanci Griffith, the Washington Squares, Louisiana's LeRoux and many others.


In 1989, the group again shifted, changing their name to Smithfield Fair; focusing on original songs written in traditional Scottish styles.  Smithfield Fair became acknowledged as one of the foremost presenters of traditional Scottish music in North America, and after five albums on their own Stevenson Productions label, signed with Centaur World Records to further expand their recognition around the globe.  Many of their originals songs were becoming recognized among the traditional repertoire through constant performances, international radio airplay, and various internet resources.


By the end of 2010, Smithfield Fair had released 18 albums of largely original music with some traditional selections. Two of their most recent releases, Walking Through This World and The Longing, saw them returned to an inimitable popular format they refer to as “uncommon music”, as well as including material from all phases of their musical journey.  Performances by Jan, Bob & Dudley now draw on four decades of excellent original songwriting, occasionally including long-time collaborator, guitarist J. David Praet.  Smithfield Fair continues to be completely original – comparable to others only in their high standard of quality, but never sounding like anyone else – except for that fleeting moment when something resonates in the listener of other great times.

For more information: www.smithfieldfair.com

For picture downloads: www.smithfieldfair.com/promo

E-mail: smithfieldfair@bellsouth.net

www.smithfieldfair.com; www.youtube.com/smithfieldfair.com; www.myspace.com/smithfieldfair
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